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As Stewards of God’s Earth 
FPC is Becoming an Earth Care Congregation 

 

 Once again, this year, we have so 
much to be thankful for! Despite   
facing challenges, FPC is flourish-
ing, continuing in its mission of 
changing lives and making         

disciples. For example, with the help of your pledge we 
have:  

 embraced technology to continue bringing online     
worship services to those unable to attend in-person;  

 welcomed 25 new members;  

 formed five new small groups that are thriving; 

 continued to partner with Family Promise of Beaufort 
County so two homeless families will have a clean, safe 
place to spend the night; and 

 supported Marion Medical Mission in digging wells in 
Africa, bringing a clean and sustainable water source to 
villagers.  

These are just a few of the many ways FPC is making a  
difference in the lives of others and growing disciples. 

    We Invite You to Help Power Our Mission 

October 2021  

To learn more about FPC ministries and the     
impact of your gifts, see page 4.  

In August, the Session of First Presbyterian Church voted  
unanimously to apply for official recognition as an Earth Care  
Congregation through the PC(USA) Mission Agency.  
 

As part of the process, FPC members will sign the Earth Care Pledge. In 
addition, a group within the church has tracked and will report that we,  
as a congregation, have engaged in Earth Care ministry through worship, 
education, our facility and outreach, by earning at least 25 points in each 
of those categories. 
 

We’re excited for everyone in our church family to join us as we move 
forward with this meaningful endeavor.  
 

Earth Care Pledge:  
Peace and justice is God’s plan for all creation. The earth and all creation 
are God’s. God calls us to be careful, humble stewards of this earth, and 
to protect and restore it for its own sake, and for the future use and    
enjoyment of the human family. As God offers all people the special gift 
of peace through Jesus Christ, and through Christ reconciles all to God, 
we are called to deal justly with one another and the earth. 
 Continued on page 2 
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Dr. Suzanne Simard is a forest 
ecologist who’s proven that trees 
“talk”: they communicate with 
one another. She’s also proven 
that trees are connected to one 
another so that they’re interde-
pendent rather than “stand alone” 
entities that compete (individually 
or as a species), as most previous-
ly thought. A forest, then, is “a 

single organism.” (To learn more about her research, I            
recommend Krista Tippett’s interview with her on the free 
podcast “On Being” [9/9/21]). 

Like trees in a forest, we in the church are connected and 
interdependent.  Paul writes (in 1 Cor 12): “Just as a body, 
though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form 
one body, so it is with Christ…If the ear should say, 
“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it 
would not for that reason stop being part of the body…
God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, 
just as he wanted them to be…as it is, there are many 
parts, but one body.” 

Paul emphasizes our connection and interdependence as 
the body of Christ. We’re highlighting that through a    
worship/sermon series based on our Values of Ministry:  
Joyful Worship, Gracious Invitation, Prayerful Study,      
Sacrificial Service and Caring Connections. (They’re posted 
on our YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCB7-mlwqxHlrHXzFe3df88Q.) Especially at the 
outset of a new church year, we encourage you to live our 
value of Gracious Invitation by inviting someone to join 
you for worship (in person or online). 

Our connection and interdependence as the body of 
Christ is also apparent in the programs, events, and     
ministries featured in this newsletter. Particularly if you’re 
feeling like a “stand-alone” entity, please let me know.  
We’re here for you and would like to help connect (or 
reconnect) you. We want everyone to experience God’s 
grace and love through our connection and interdepend-
ence in the body of Christ here at FPCHHI. 

Grace and peace, 

 
 

Pastor Will Robinson 

 

 

1. Our worship and discipleship will celebrate God’s grace 
and glory in creation and declare that God calls us to 
cherish, protect and restore this earth. 

2. In education, we will seek learning and teaching opportu-
nities to know and understand the threats to God’s     
creation and the damage already inflicted. We will       
encourage and support each other in finding ways of 
keeping and healing the creation in response to God’s call 
to earth-keeping, justice and community. 

3. Our facilities will be managed, maintained and upgraded 
in a manner that respects and cherishes all creation,   
human and non-human, while meeting equitably the 
needs of all people. In our buildings and on our grounds 
we will use energy efficiently, conserve resources, and 
share what we have in abundance so that God’s holy  
creation will be sustainable for all life and future          
generations. 

4. Our outreach will encourage public policy and community 
involvement that protects and restores the vulnerable 
and degraded earth as well as oppressed and neglected 
people. We will be mindful that our personal and         
collective actions can positively or negatively affect our 

neighborhood, region, nation and world. We will seek to 
achieve environmental justice through coalitions and  
ecumenical partnerships. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points Earned (By Area) 

Worship – Sermons and services devoted to earth care; outside worship 

Education – Earth care speakers and programs; material in church   
library and on website  

Facility – Energy audit; fixtures with efficient light bulbs; pre-season 
HVAC checkups; restrooms with motion sensors on lights; low-flow  
toilets installed 

Outreach – Nature walks or outings; materials donated for re-use in 
outreach; with other churches, attended environmental event  

FPC is Becoming an Earth Care Congregation  
Continued From the Cover Page 

“Talking trees and…” 
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Five years ago, on October 4, 2016, as we were closing down the church and evacuating the island prior to Hurricane 
Matthew’s visit to the Lowcountry, I shared a portion of Psalm 46 as a reminder that through the unknowns of life, God 
is a constant presence. 

God is our refuge and strength, 
    a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 
    though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 
though its waters roar and foam, 
   though the mountains tremble with its tumult. —Psalm 46 
 

There are many days when these words are metaphorical, and we hold on to God as we face the trials and tribulations 
of everyday life. And then there are days when these words speak into the very core of our being, be it a natural       
disaster, a new diagnosis, the death of a loved one or chaos in our world. Though the world might change around us, 
God’s presence will not.  

During the last five years it has been my privilege to be engaged in the ministry of care with the family of faith at FPC. 
This has not been an unidirectional ministry. Rather, I have been blessed by your ministry to me and I have been 
blessed by your ministry to each other. My hope is that you will keep that pattern alive. While Pastor Will and the Board 
of Deacons will take on some additional responsibilities until new staff is in place, I pray you continue to be God’s    
presence to each other. For we are all connected – connected by threads that run through our lives that pull us togeth-
er and keep us together as a community, whether we are gathered or scattered through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

I leave you with a portion of the poem Everything Falls Away, from the educator and author Parker Palmer, that speaks 
to this connection. May it be so. 

Everything falls away, except the thread 
you’ve followed, unknowing, all along. 

The thread that strings together all you’ve 
been and done, the thread you didn’t know 

you were tracking until, toward the end, 
you see that the thread is what stays 

as everything else falls away.  

Each of our threads runs its course, then 
joins in life together. This magnificent tapestry – 

this masterpiece in which we live forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Ministry of Care 
 

A Message From Pastor Lisa Schrott 

Join Us In the Courtyard on Sunday, October 10 at 10 AM 

A Reception for Pastor Lisa & Brian! 
The Board of Deacons is hosting a reception for Pastor Lisa who’s accepted a call to serve as 
Senior Pastor/Head of Staff at the Presbyterian Church of Okemos (MI). Join us to celebrate  
Pastor Lisa’s call and five years of leadership at FPCHHI and to wish her well as she begins her 
next adventure in ministry. The Board of  Deacons will have a special keepsake box for cards  
and notes from the congregation for Lisa to take with her. A love offering is also being collected. 
You may contribute by check or cash through the offering plate, send a check in the mail, or 
contribute online at fpchhi.org. Please note “Lisa” on your gift. 
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So, how do we accomplish all of the amazing work within our church, throughout our 
community, and beyond? Our ministry teams (formerly known as committees) make it 
happen. They’re the hands and feet that move our mission forward. Ministry teams    
provide a place for you to participate in and experience God’s love and grace. Meet 
each team and learn its purpose: 

 

Connect and Engage 

 Helps new members get plugged into the congregational life of the church   
 Helps you discover your spiritual gifts and talents  
 Inspires you to invest your gifts and talents to further God’s kingdom 

 

Outreach 
 Discerns and allocates financial support for and hands-on work in local and global missions to change lives for 

the better in the world and communities in which we live 
 

Stewardship 
 Empowers the church to deliver God’s message, teach the gospel, provide a joyful sound, maintain a place for 

worship, study, and fellowship; care for the congregation and our community, connect people, share the good 
news, keep you informed, and help everyone grow in faith 

 Oversees and manages the financial health of the church so we can follow as Christ leads us 
 

Worship 
 Creates joyful and meaningful worship services for you, visitors, and 

online guests through in-person and livestream to experience God’s 
love and grace together 

 

Faith Formation 
 Provides small groups, classes, and opportunities for you, your family, 

and the congregation to grow in faith together and develop a deeper 
relationship with God 

 Reach out beyond the congregation with opportunities to nurture 
faith formation 

 
 

Just like a car needs an engine, fuel, and wheels to run, our ministry teams need your talents, time, and gifts to 
power God’s work. If we’re missing any one component or are low in fuel, we’ll stall. Everyone’s commitment is 
needed to keep our mission moving forward. So, what does it take to keep FPC running smoothly? 
 

Each of us has God-given talents. Whether your gift is leading a Sunday school class, supporting a food pantry drive, 
singing in the choir, or lending organizational skills to a ministry, endless opportunities exist to contribute your time 
and talents.  
 

By pledging a gift of financial support, we fund all of our ministries. Your gift ensures we have a place to worship, 
we have dedicated pastors and staff, and opportunities to grow our faith. As Christ leads, we can be an open,     
inviting, and joyful church, vibrant and vital as a community and in the world. 
 

Giving is an act of worship. Your gift of time, talent, and treasure can transform the lives of others and your own 
heart. Please prayerfully consider how you will help power God’s work.  

 We Invite You to Help Power Our Mission 
Continued From the Cover Page 



October 2021 First Press Page 5 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some people give or tithe but don’t want to write a specific amount on a pledge card for various reasons. But when 
each of us gives as we are able and commits our gifts to the Lord, together we fund the ministries within our church, 
the community, and the world. What’s more, regular giving can transform your faith 
journey. 

Pledging empowers you to become a part of God’s plan for our church community. 
Your pledge card says, “I believe in what we are doing as a church, and in who we are 
becoming together in Christ.” Your pledge card says, “Yes, I’m in!” 

Pledging also empowers your spiritual growth. Your pledge empowers the church to 
come alongside you in your own faith journey, to respectfully and prayerfully encour-
age you in the pursuit of your own generosity goals. 

Just like your household runs on a monthly budget, so does the church. Pledging 
guides what we can responsibly plan in the upcoming year and moves the mission of 
Christ forward. 

If you are new to pledging or didn’t pledge last year, please consider making this the year you begin to practice giving as 
an act of discipleship, no matter the amount. Your pledge is not a binding contract or a bill. It is a promise between you 
and God about how much money you hope to commit to the ministries and mission of the church. We value every 
pledge gift, regardless of size. You can start anywhere. Even a pledge of ten dollars a month can make a big difference. 

The psalmist asked, “What shall I return to the Lord for all His bounty to me?” We ask you to prayerfully reflect on the 
gifts God has entrusted to your care and then return a portion of those gifts through your pledge. You will be deepening 
your relationship with God as you help grow the ministries of our church. 

 Make a Difference by Pledging 

Pastors 

Dr. Will Robinson 

Senior Pastor/Head of Staff 

Rev. Lisa Schrott 

Associate Pastor  
 

With questions about  
FPC communications,  

email cbobbitt@fpchhi.org 
 

fpchhi.org 

843.681.3696   

The psalmist asked,             
“What shall I return to the 
Lord for all His bounty to 

me?” We ask you to 
prayerfully reflect on the 

gifts God has entrusted to 
your care and then return 

a portion of those gifts 
through your pledge.   



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This fall as FPC looks to becoming an Earth Care Congregation, many events have been planned to 
address just that—the many ways in which we can express our concern and care for the Earth. 
 

Here is the lineup of what is being offered. There is certainly something for everyone! 
 
 

 Thursday, October 7 at 9:00 AM in the Gathering Space: Coffee and Conversation; Pete Nardi, 
General Manager of  Hilton Head PSD, will speak on local initiatives related to keeping our drinking water safe and       
ensuring sewer access for island residents.  (Led by Mary Stuart Alderman) 

 

 Wednesday, October 13 at 8:30-10:00 AM: Nature walk at Mitchelville Beach Park (Led by Anneliza Itlor) 
 

 Wednesday, October 13 at 7:00 PM via Zoom: “Theology of Creation Care”; Dr. William Brown, OT Professor at           
Columbia Theological Seminary will speak about “Just Creation:  Shalom for Our Common Home.”  

 

 Thursday, October 14 at 9:00 AM in the Gathering Space: Coffee and Conversation; Amber Kuehn, marine biologist and 
Sea Turtle Patrol Leader will discuss how we can protect the health of our local sea turtle population. (Led by Mary Stuart 
Alderman) 

 

 Wednesday, October 20 at 8:30-10:00 AM: Nature walk at Jarvis Creek Park (Led by Anneliza Itkor) 
 

 Wednesday, October 20 at 5:30 PM: All Church Picnic (Hosted by Family Ministry and Congregational Life)  
        6:30-7:00 PM:  Lantern-making workshop for all ages; we’ll share our lanterns in the parade on November 13 
 

 Thursday, October 21 at 9:00 AM in the Gathering Space: Coffee and Conversation; Mike Bennett, CEO and owner of 
12 Recycle, will answer our questions about recycling and ways we can work to reduce waste to protect our                  
environment.  (Led by Mary Stuart Alderman) 

 

 Thursday, October 28 at 9:00 AM in the Gathering Space: Coffee and Conversation; Judy Dunning will speak about   
global warming and its impact here. 

 

 Sunday, October 31 at 4:00 PM in person: Author Janisse Ray (“The Rachel Carson of the South”), whose new book of 
nature essays, World Spectacle: Seeking Wonder in a World Beyond Humans, releases on October 26 from Trinity        
University Press. The Pat Conroy Literary Center is a program partner and will sell books that evening. 

 

 Wednesday, November 3 at 7:00 PM: Dr. Kim Ritchie will speak about her work with sharks and their importance to a 
healthy ecosystem. 

 

 Wednesday, November 10 at 7:00 PM: Edward D’Antonio will speak on the damage that plastics are causing to the             
environment. 

 

 Saturday, November 13 at Dusk: Join us in walking the Hilton Head Island Lantern Parade, a local event that has      
become an Island tradition.  
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Fall Programing Focuses on Creation Care 

First Wednesday Night Program 
Just Creation: Shalom for our Common Home 

 Dr. William Brown 
7 PM via Zoom 

 

This program is held via Zoom; registration is required to     
receive the Zoom link.  
 

Dr. Brown is the William Marcellus McPheeters Professor of   
Old Testament at Columbia Theological Seminary and has  
abiding interests in the use of scripture in the life of the  
church and world, particularly in the context of ecology and  
justice. To register for the program, visit fpchhi.org or call    
the church office, 843.681.3696. 

Join us this fall for... 
Lowcountry Walks  

with Master Naturalist Anneliza Itkor 
 

 Wednesday, October 13, 8:30 AM, meet at        
Mitchelville Beach Park to walk and learn about           
life in an intertidal world.  

 Wednesday, October 20, 8:30 AM, meet at Jarvis 
Creek Park to walk and learn about the trees and 
marshes that surround us.  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the date! 

Wednesday, October 20, 5:30 PM 

All Church Picnic 

 

Following the picnic   

participate in a Lantern Making Workshop.  

Supplies to be provided. 
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We’re Excited About the Return of Coffee & Conversation!  

Looking for an opportunity to discuss with others how your faith intersects with what’s going on in 

the world? Mary Stuart Alderman will be facilitating a discussion group open to members and 

friends of FPC. The group will meet in the Gathering Space on Thursday mornings, 9 AM,            

beginning October 7. Here are the speakers and topics scheduled for October. 

 October 7 — The speaker is Pete Nardi, General Manager of Hilton Head PSD, who will talk 

about local initiatives to keep drinking water safe and the importance of providing sewer    

access to all living on the Island. 

 October 14 — The speaker is Amber Kuehn, marine biologist and Sea Turtle Patrol Leader, who will discuss the 

local sea turtle population.  

 October 21 — The speaker is Mike Bennett, CEO and owner of 12 Recycle, who will answer questions about        

recycling and ways to reduce waste to protect the environment. 

 October 28 — The speaker is Judy Dunning, who will focus on understanding climate change and exploring how it 

impacts our local reality. 

We’ll carry our lanterns  

in the  

HHI’s Lantern Parade  

on November 13! 
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October 

Children’s Ministry on Sunday Mornings    

 

Sunday Worship Schedule 

 
 9 AM        Non-traditional (CrossRoads) worship in fellowship hall 
 10 AM      Christian fellowship and education 
 11 AM      Traditional worship service in the sanctuary* 
 

The nursery opens at 8:30 AM 
Children’s Sunday school at 9 AM and 11 AM 

 
*Livestream available at fpchhi.org 

 Adult Class Offerings 
  

In-Person at 10 AM on Sunday Mornings 
 Living in the Word (Room 202) 

Seekers (Honey Horn Chapel) 

Work in Progress (Library)  

 
JOY Group (via Zoom at 11:30 AM on Sundays)  

 
Lowcountry Lessons (via Zoom at 4:30 PM on Wednesdays) 


