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Check out the ways FPC is using technology  
to connect with more people to spread His word! 

 

 

The Lord has done marvel-
ous things in the life of FPC! I 
think especially of how the 
Lord has led us through the            
wilderness of this pandemic. 
Thanks, for example, to the    
Mission-Based Budget Task 
Force and its Session-approved 
recommendations (back in        
January of this year), we’re 
“singing a new song” as a 
church that’s “less dependent 
on time and place.” A chief 
example is that many of our 
ministries are now hybrid—
offered both on site (in person) 
and online (digitally). 
 

In this issue of First Press, 
you’ll “hear” variations of this 
new song—hybrid worship, 
classes, meetings, and         

programs/events. In singing this new song, we’ve empha-
sized that members and others who worship online are 
worshipers, not spectators or viewers. We’ll soon add a  
couple of special elements to worship so that online       
worshipers can participate more actively (e.g., beyond the 
music and “in unison” responses). Some online worshipers 
will become in-person worshipers. 
 

We’ve also learned that online worship is the new “front 
door” to the church. Studies show that nowadays many will 
worship online before they worship in person. So, it’s      
essential to evangelism. Hybrid ministries also enable 
those who aren’t in town or able to be here in person to  
 

participate, adding their input, ideas, questions and           
observations to classes and meetings. For example,      
members who live elsewhere this time of year have been 
able to join their Sunday morning class or small group. 
 

I saw the value of singing this new song at a previous 
church. Because we livestreamed our worship service, a 
member who was hospitalized was able to join us. She    
expressed how much it meant to her to worship with her 
church family, to have that “where two or three are       
gathered in my name I am there” experience. Also, a man 
who wasn’t a member worshiped with us online because it 
connected him to his wife and daughter who were        
members and worshiped in person each Sunday. 
 

How have you seen the Lord at work through this new song 
we’re singing as a church? I’ve seen how we’re even more 
open to the Spirit’s ability to connect us, to attract new  
people to the body of Christ here, and to work in us through 
our hybrid ministries.  I’m so grateful that we’re singing this 
new song, and 
I thank God for 
our Terrific 
Tech Team of 
paid and volun-
teer members 
who help us 
sing it to God’s 
glory! 
 

Grace and  
peace, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Will 
 

    “Singing a New Song” 
 

O sing to the Lord a new song, for the Lord  
has done marvelous things!   – Psalm 98:1 

August 2021  

Livestream has replaced pre-
recorded worship. This       
enabled the tech team to 
streamline the way we share 
FPC services electronically. 

We are blessed to be able to worship together 
again! 
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As part of the way forward 
visioning process, the     
Congregational Life Ministry 
is tasked with preparing and 
supporting members for 
evangelism efforts. To aid us 
in our work, we are using a 
new resource from the PC
(USA) Mission Agency titled 
8 Habits of Evangelism. This 
resource can be found at: 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/
uploads/8-Habits-of-Evangelism_English-1.pdf. 

The Preamble shares the following, “We have lost our way 
when it comes to the ministry of evangelism. Proclaiming 
glad tidings cannot be merely relegated to a committee’s 
responsibility.” This resource reminds us that “discipleship 
formation is the key to shaping people in the faith, who 
will then have hearts filled with good news to share.“  

 

 

 

Over the course of the next months, the Congregational 
Life Ministry will be developing evangelism discipleship 
resources based on the 8 Habits of Evangelism. These  
habits include Radical Welcome, Worship, Sacraments, 
Prayer, Justice, Teaching, Fellowship and Generosity.  

We are also reviewing our current practices in each of 
these areas, as we emerge from restrictions In place     
during the pandemic. The 8 Habits guide encourages us to 
reimagine rather than replicate. As part of that reimagin-
ing, Congregational Life is working to promote a more  
radical welcome and sense of hospitality on Sunday  
mornings. We have now combined those who served as 
greeters at the Welcome Center and the Visitor’s Table 
into a single Welcome Team, serving in multiple locations 
in the church. Our Connection Center in the Gathering 
Space serves as a focal point for connecting with visitors. 
If you would like to join our Welcome Team, please      
contact coordinator Dawn Edgington, dnedgin@aol.com 
or Susan Brannon, sbrannon@fpchhi.org.  

 

The Eight Habits of Evangelism 
 

A Message From Pastor Lisa Schrott 

 

 

 

The pandemic resulted in technology becoming an essential 
part of connecting with one another. Small groups, Sunday 
school classes, pastor studies, book clubs and more – FPC 
members and non-members were able to “meet” during the 
pandemic by using Zoom. Yes, it took a little getting used to. 
Some had technical problems for which they needed assis-
tance and staff was available to help. Overall, most people 
expressed thanks for being able to “meet” with friends using 
this technology. 
 

Once businesses and the church were open, some people still 
were not comfortable with in-person gatherings. In addition, 
once people could travel, some headed out of town. It did not 
take long for FPC small groups to decide they would continue 
using Zoom and become hybrid—in-person for those who 
wanted it and digital for those who, for a variety of reasons,  
were not attending in person.  
 

Recently, FPC purchased three Meeting Owls that take Zoom-
ing to a higher level. “I think digital meetings are here to 
stay,” said Andrea Siebold, FPC’s Volunteer Coordinator who 
helps many small groups at the church, all of which meet via  

Zoom and many are now hybrid. Siebold is a strong             
proponent for using the Owl. “It makes the meeting more  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

personal,” she said. “Those who are participating remotely  

are able to see all who are in the meeting room, enhancing 
the group experience.”  
 

How is that possible you ask? The Meeting Owl (when       
connected to a laptop) has a video camera that rotates 360 
degrees, focusing the camera and microphone on each      
participant as they talk. Groups of two to 20 people can use 
the Owl effectively. 
 

In addition to focusing on those in the room, remote          
participants appear on the screen when they are talking.   
Everyone is involved in the    
conversation! 
 

First Presbyterian has an Owl     
in the library, Room 202 and the 
Fellowship Hall. If would like to 
arrange for your group to use 
one of these spaces to take   
advantage of using the Owl,  
contact Jean Tharin, 
jtharin@fpchhi.org. 

So That’s Why They Call it an Owl! 

mailto:dnedgin@aol.com
mailto:sbrannon@fpchhi.org
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First Presbyterian’s Tech Gurus enable us to reach more worshipers 
than ever before! This is something positive that resulted from the   
pandemic. That is, FPC not only provides in-person worship opportuni-
ties but also enables people to join us remotely. Having honed their 
technical expertise, the team of mostly volunteers has been providing 
the livestream of in-person worship since February of this year. 
 

“It’s been exciting to see more and more people coming back on Sunday 
mornings,” said Anneliza Itkor, AV Tech Coordinator, who has led the 
team since March 2020 when the pandemic caused FPC to close its 
doors. At that time, Itkor, with the help of other techies, produced     
pre-recorded services. Creating those took lots of time – and was “an       
incredible team effort,” Itkor added. As some might say, it takes a       

        village to create a pre-recorded service. 
 

As Itkor talked about worship returning to the sanctuary, which began mid-November 2021, she said, “It was always the 
goal that once we came back we would incorporate livestream.”  
 

Jane Jude, who has long worked with the CrossRoads Worship Team mixing their music, creating worship slides and 
more, will become the new AV Tech Coordinator on September 1 when Itkor steps down from the position. “I look     
forward to staying involved as a volunteer member of the team,” Itkor said. “Until then, Jane and I are sharing the job 
to assure a smooth transition.” 
 

Livestreaming takes less preparation than pre-recorded worship. Slides are prepared prior to the service then projected 
on the screens in the sanctuary and on the livestream feed. Other than that the work is all in person during the service. 
However, fine-tuning is taking place. “We welcome individual’s feedback about their livestream experience and are   
focused on making the audio and video quality even better,” said Jude. “Our goal is to create an engaging experience 
for remote worshippers.”  
 

Members of the current team working alongside Itkor and Jude include Jody Hoffman, Kate Robinson, Tyler Traut and 
Brian McWilliams who help in a variety of ways – managing the sound-
board, working the cameras, coordinating the content on the screen 
and running the livestream laptop. “As we continue to streamline the       
process and the roles become less complex, we hope that others will 
join us. We want the team to grow along with the increase in activities 
for which livestreaming will be used,” said Jude. The plan is to periodi-
cally conduct training sessions and have new folks shadow                  
experienced volunteers before having them go solo. 
 

Events to be livestreamed are not all on Sundays – if other days during 
the week are better for your schedule, opportunities are available. To 
learn more about joining the Tech Gurus, contact Jane Jude, 
jjude@fpchhi.org. 
 

 

 

 

Thanks to FPC’s Tech Team, We’re Connecting  
with Worshipers All Around the World   

Anneliza Itkor, AV Tech Coordinator,  
livestreaming during Sunday worship. 

AV Tech Coordinator Jane Jude working on the 
soundboard with Tyler Traut. 
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We can’t have an issue of First Press focused on technolo-
gy without sharing about the awesome videos produced 
each week for FPC children.  
  

Jackie Wilhelm, Director of Faith Formation, began making 
the videos in March 2020 when COVID-19 closed things 
down. She wanted children, who in the past had attended 
Sunday School, to have a weekly message they could 
watch at home and discuss with their parents.  
 

Over time (the church was closed from March—November, 
2020), Jackie invited Beth Green, Children’s Music Director, 
to take part in the project. Beth often sang songs familiar 

to the children and used sign language as part of her      
lesson.  
 

Each week the links to the videos were posted on the FPC 
website, included in Highlights and the Saturday worship 
emails as well as sent out via email to those on the        
Children’s Ministry email list. To take a look at the videos, 
use this link to the FPC website, https://www.fpchhi.org/
childrens-ministry. 

Recently, with the addition of Jodi Gregg Krivda, Assistant 
Director of Faith Formation, the ladies have again bumped 
up the quality of their videos. During the pandemic        
Wilhelm created a video production studio on the second 
floor of the church. “Being able to shoot video footage in 
an appropriate location with a green screen was a big    
improvement,” Wilhelm said. 

Krivda, who has experience making videos, is now oversee-
ing production. “Our vision going forward is to be more 
creative, include video testimonials from children and   
distribute our videos to broaden our reach digitally,” she 
said.    

 

 You’re Missing Out if You Haven’t Watched FPC Kids Bible Time 

FPC’s Global Outreach Ministry — “Thank you for supporting Operation Christmas Child!” 

“We want to thank all of those who made donations to 
this year’s Operation Christmas Child shoebox project,” 
said Robin Swift, who oversees the ministry along with 
Martha Phillips. These gifts enable Swift and Phillips to 
buy what’s needed for the boxes. 
 

On July 18, as part of Global Ministries Serve Sunday   
programming, Charlotte White spoke about Global      
Missions ministries in the Congo and other locations 
around the world.  

After that, volunteers packed 52 shoeboxes, bringing the 
total completed so far to 140. “It’s so rewarding to see 
shoeboxes filled with much-needed personal hygiene 
items, school supplies and some “WOW” fun items! ,” 
said Swift. “These boxes were packed with love and will 
be sent to children in third world countries.” The shoe-
boxes must be complete by the end of August and your 
help is welcome. To learn more, contact Robin Swift, 
843.382.0959, or via email, erswift@hargray.com.   
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First Presbyterian’s annual School Assistance Drive takes place in August.   
During this past COVID school year, church donations were used for school 
supplies, technology and other educational necessities. Backpack Buddies of 
HH supported food packs and snacks for children in Neighborhood Outreach  
Community (NOC), Boys and Girls Club, Sandalwood and other food pantries.   
 

This year, with children headed back to the classroom, contributions for our 
14-year FPC School Uniform Program for Jasper and Beaufort Counties is being 
combined with contributions to Backpack Buddies HH. 
 

The purpose of the uniform drive is to provide dress code uniforms on an 
emergency or financial need basis, providing students a sense of self-           
confidence and belonging. We purchase the uniforms wholesale (enabling us 

to get more for our money!) and provide them to school social workers and counselors. The cost of one uniform for 
elementary students is approximately $20 (pants/shorts, shirt) and $40 for older students. 
 

Backpack Buddies HHI focuses on fighting hunger on the island by providing weekend food assistance to elementary 
age children. The organization provides over 10,000 packs of food serving more than 300 students each week. For   
middle and high school students fresh fruits and snacks are available during school hours.   
 

A network of volunteers pack and deliver meals, again coordinating with counselors in the school district. The cost of 
$200 per child enables us to provide food for a child for 36 weeks — the entire school year.  
 

How can we as a congregation and community make a difference? By donating to children in need. Please give by 
check, cash or online, designating School Uniforms, Backpack Buddies or both. We want to share God’s love and grace 
bestowed upon us by sharing with others. 
 

The need is great — the generosity of the members of First Presbyterian 
Church is  greater. Thank you for sharing your blessings! 
 

 Annual School Assistance Drive is August 8-22 
Backpack Buddies of HH and the School Uniform Program are Combined This Year 

 
Pastors 

Dr. Will Robinson 

Senior Pastor/Head of Staff 

Rev. Lisa Schrott 

Associate Pastor  
 

With questions about  
FPC communications,  

email cbobbitt@fpchhi.org 
 

fpchhi.org 

843.681.3696   

“By providing weekend meals to needy children, we help these   
children get the nutrition they need to start the school week   
ready to learn.” 
                                       — Spokesperson for Backpack Buddies HH 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Living Stones Program 
August 27 & 28 

 
                        ...like living stones, let yourself be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood,  
                        to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.   (I Peter 2:5) 
 
The Charleston Atlantic Presbytery is sponsoring “Living Stones,” the 2021 S.T.E.P.S. program in late August. There will 
be some in-person sessions and others will be virtual.  
 

This presbytery-wide event is a wonderful opportunity for high school youth and adult church members, teachers,   
ministry teams, worship/music leaders, officers and staff to enrich their faith and understanding of the church. 
“Throughout the two days there is a big focus on mental health, faith formation and spiritual development,” said FPC 
Pastor Lisa Schrott. Church member Shari Manning is leading a workshop on suicide and Pastor Lisa is speaking at      
another on addiction. 
 

S.T.E.P.S. will take place Friday, August 27, 5-9 PM and Saturday, August 28, 9 AM–noon. Friday’s events include a picnic 
on the grounds (bring a chair or blanket) of the presbytery office followed by worship and a concert with David 
LaMotte.* Admission for the concert is non-perishable items for the presbytery’s Blessing Box. Saturday offers a     
morning of in-person and virtual workshops, concluding with worship for all. The cost for Saturday is $10. Details about 
the two-day program are on the presbytery website, http://capresbytery.org/steps. You will also be able to register 
online. The registration deadline is August 13. 
 

We hope to see you at S.T.E.P.S. 2021 exploring ways we can grow and share our faith as living stones. 
 

 
 

Friday Night Worship and Concert Feature David LaMotte 
*David LaMotte is an entertaining presenter, weaving humor and engaging stories into his presentations and breaking 
what seem like impossibly big problems down into bite-size pieces. His two and a half decades on stage as a musician 
have honed his skill in connecting with audiences. Attendees report leaving feeling his presentations feeling validated 
and encouraged as well as challenged.  

 
 

Did you know that First Presbyterian Church has a Facebook page? 
The page name is FirstPresbyterianChurchHHI.  
 

You can enable us reach more people. Go to the church homepage 
and underneath the church photo click “like.” We ask, too, that you 
“like” items posted for Sunday worship and special church events and 
also share FPC posts on your own Facebook page.  
 

Thank you for helping us increase our followers on FPC social media! 

August 2021 First Press Page 6 

 

Help Us Expand First Presbyterian’s Social Media Presence! 
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This summer we celebrated four Serve Sundays which provided opportunities for worship, education and service to our 
church, community and world. A special invitation was offered to families with children and youth, as the activities were 
appropriate for all ages.  
 

Worship was centered around the theme of the day. After worship (on all but the last Serve Sunday) there were activities 
in which we could learn more and do more on the specific theme.  

 
 

June 27 — Prayer  
In partnership with the Board of Deacons 

 
 
 

July 11 — Caring Connections  
In partnership with Pockets Full of Sunshine and the FPC Youth Group 

  
 

 

We’re Excited to Announce  —  

The Visual Arts Committee is pleased to announce the return this fall of “Celebrating our Gifts,” an exhibit of original 
art by the members of First Presbyterian Church. “By way of this exhibit we give thanks to God for the gift of          
creativity,” said Nancy Millette, who chairs the committee. “As we celebrate 
being able to gather together after COVID restrictions, this seems like a perfect 
time to have the exhibit.” 
 

Original artwork of all mediums are welcome — paintings, photographs,    
sculpture, woodworking and textile arts. More information about submissions 
will be shared in August. Art will be hung throughout the church in October.  
 

The committee asks that you begin to think about what you will submit. With 
questions, please contact Millette, millettenancy@hotmail.com. 

Intergenerational Serve Sundays — a Super Summer Success  
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July 18 — International Missions  
In partnership with Global Outreach 

 
 
 
 
 
 

July 25 — Stewardship of Creation  
In partnership with the Social Witness Task Group 

August 

Intergenerational Serve Sundays (Continued from pg. 7) 

Session Approves Fall Worship Schedule 

 Beginning Sunday, September 12 
 

 9:00 AM — Non-traditional (CrossRoads) worship service in fellowship hall 
 10:00 AM — Time for Christian fellowship and education 
 11:00 AM — Traditional worship service in the sanctuary 


