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Unveiling our 2022 Initiatives  

 

 The Personnel Committee joyfully 
announces hiring Rev. Linda L. Kelly 
to serve as the Interim Associate 
Pastor for Pastoral Care. 
 

Originally from the Pittsburgh, PA, 
area, Linda “was raised in a loving 
Christ-centered home–the young-
est of five children.” She is married 
to Tom, they have three grown  
children and live in Hardeeville. 
 

A graduate of Princeton Seminary, Linda is passionate 
about pastoral care and is well equipped to provide 
it: she’s served as a pastor for 20 years and has interim 
pastor training and experience; she has Stephen Ministry 
Leadership training and special training for loss and grief, 
dementia and counseling; and she’s been a national officer 
for the Presbyterian Older Adult Ministry Network. She 
said this call hits some of the “highs that she has enjoyed 
most in ministry, such as one-on-one pastoral care,        

memorial services and worship leadership.” 
 

Linda will work with Pastor Will and FPC deacons to help  
love and care for the congregation through visitation,    
memorial services and any other pastoral needs that 
arise. She will also assist the deacons and help lead       
worship on Sundays.  
 

During this interim period, please remember that Pastor 
Will, Andrea Siebold (Volunteer Director of Volunteer   
Ministry), and Susan Brannon (Ministry Assistant) will work 
with Congregational Life Ministry to ensure that we fulfill 
crucial roles and responsibilities. Also, FPC’s Nominating 
Ministry hopes to present a slate of names for the Associ-
ate Pastor Nominating Committee (to call Pastor Lisa’s  
successor) at a congregational meeting on November 7. 
Finally, as part of our staff restructuring (based on 2020s 
Mission-Based Budget Task Force), FPC will soon begin the 
search for a part-time Parish Associate who’ll help with 
outreach, evangelism, adult ministry and worship. 
  

    We Welcome Interim Associate Pastor Rev. Linda Kelly 

November 2021  

Your faithful generosity through our Annual Giving Campaign, God’s Gift...Our Hands, 

helped make a difference for so many this year. As 2021 comes to a close, what’s on the 

horizon for FPC in the new year? We’ve been busy planning and 

can share some initiatives we envision.        

New initiatives for 2022 include: 
 Improving the audio/video/internet technology connecting members and visitors 

online    
 Revamping programs to better attract, welcome, and retain new members and visitors 
 Implementing intergenerational activities, encouraging people of all ages as we journey 

together in faith 
 Expanding outreach to disaster survivors, Afghan refugees, and others in dire need 

 

To continue our current programs and add new initiatives, we need to fund them and the 

staff and facilities that support them. Our member pledge goal for 2022 is $1.985 million. 

Also, we’d like to receive 40 new pledges from members who didn’t pledge last year. 

Through your pledge on Commitment Sunday, November 14, you can join what we’re    

doing together as a church. Please prayerfully consider how you will help further God’s 

mission next year. 

Improved audio/visual 
technology is one of the 
initiatives for 2022. 
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The Apostle Paul calls us to “give 
thanks in all circumstances.” In 
some circumstances, we may find 
that hard (or harder) to do,       
particularly during this still-
lingering pandemic. Yes, at times, 
gratitude may not be our natural 
or first response. But Paul doesn’t 
call us to give thanks for all       
circumstances. He calls us to give 

thanks in all circumstances. Why? Because God is with us 
in all circumstances, even in “the valley of the shadow of 
death.” Indeed, God is with us always “to the end of the 
age.” 

Especially in this month of Thanksgiving, this First Press  

 

heeds Paul’s call by highlighting stories of thanksgiving  
and by celebrating ministries and programs that connect 
us with God and with one another. It’s a snapshot of  
gratitude for the gift of our life together, the love and  
encouragement we express, and for the God who draws 
us together, in all circumstances, for joyful worship,      
gracious invitation, prayerful study, caring connections 
and sacrificial service. 
 

The thirteenth-century Christian mystic Meister Eckhart 
wrote: “If the only prayer you ever say in your entire life is 
thank you, it will be enough.” Amen. 

Grace and peace, 

 

Pastor Will Robinson 

 

 

Like so many things in our world, the way we mourn has 
changed since March 2020. Instead of big gatherings 
with family and friends traveling across the miles, gath-
erings are smaller, with everyone wearing masks and 
unsure about hugging and shaking hands. This loss of 
ritual – loss of celebrating and grieving – can leave us 
feeling adrift.  
 

You are invited to celebrate the life of a loved one with  
others who are making this similar journey. The service 
will feature scripture and a message, beautiful music, 
and a candle lighting ritual as we read aloud the names 
of those who have died.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We invite you to attend:  
 if your losses have been in past years and you are 

yearning to be in community as you remember the 
place your loved one held in your life.   

 if you find yourself mourning losses big and small in 
your life and in our world.  

 if you are longing for peace, hope and light as we 
head into the holiday season.  

 

The rhythm of our life has been disrupted. We recognize 
the toll that lost opportunities, lost relationships, and 
lost connections have had on our spirits.  
 

This will be an in-person service. Masks are recommend-
ed and we will follow social distancing guidelines.  
 

Please call the church office, 843.681.3696, and share 
the way you wish the name of your loved one to be 
read. Or, stop by the Service of Remembrance table that 
will be in place before and after worship services each 
Sunday. 
 
 

Service of Remembrance — November 21 at 4 PM 

“Thanks-giving” 
 

Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
                                                                                          – 1 Thessalonians 5:18  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this issue dedicated to thankfulness and gratitude, we’re sharing the 

thanks expressed by some of the organizations FPC supports each year      

under the guidance of FPC’s Local Outreach Ministry.  

Backpack Buddies of Hilton Head 

Each fall, FPC collects for this program overseen by the Hunger Coalition of 

the Lowcountry. “We are grateful for your financial contribution and your 

support in our efforts to reduce childhood hunger in our community. In ten 

years, Backpack Buddies of Hilton Head has evolved from serving 50           

elementary children to now providing weekend meals to more than 300.”  

Bluffton Community Soup Kitchen 

Throughout the year, FPC gives to this volunteer-driven organization that provides a free outdoor food pantry two days 

per week; hot meals to pick-up on Mondays and Wednesdays; and once-per-week delivery of free home cooked meals to 

the elderly and shut-ins. “Thank you for your kind and generous gift!” 
 

Born to Read 

Each year, FPC supports the volunteers and participants of this organization. “It is more important than ever to provide 

parents with tools that are needed to promote early childhood literacy. It is through gifts like yours that we can counsel the 

families of new babies about the crucial role of being their children’s first teachers.” 
 

Hilton Head Island Deep Well Project 

Thanks to your gifts, FPC gives at least $1,000 per month to Deep Well. “Here are a few mid-year metrics showing what 

some of that money was used for: 31,100 meals served to just under 1,500 people; 86 emergency utility bills paid; 40 

homes repaired thru the Livable Housing program; 522 people got “new to them” furniture; and 55 gas cards were given  

to help sick people get to doctor appointments and 38 taxi rides were paid for those with no transportation.” 
 

Hopeful Horizons 

FPC gives to this organization dedicated to providing desperately needed services—free of charge—for victims of domestic 

abuse. “Last year alone we assisted more than 1,300 people from Beaufort, Allendale, Colleton, Hampton and Jasper   

counties. In addition, we reached close to 500 youth through our prevention programs.” 
 

Neighborhood Outreach Connection 

Once per year, FPC gives to NOC which provides continuous support and opportunities for growth to those living in       

poverty. “Most notably, we were able to open a flagship learning center on Hilton Head Island that serves families from 

four neighborhoods.”  
 

Sandalwood Community Food Pantry 

For more than 12 years, FPC has supported this local food    

pantry, both financially and with items collected on the first 

Sunday of the month via Feed My Sheep. “Thanks to you we 

provide local farm produce of every color, fresh fish and shrimp, 

dairy, eggs and a large selection of proteins along with items to 

meet basic needs including detergents, paper products, diapers 

and much more! It is always a joy to welcome John from FPC’s 

local mission with his arms filled with donations.” 
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A bright new year is ahead, and we want everyone to unite in changing lives and 

making disciples. So, if you didn’t pledge last year, get the answers you need as we 

shed light on the top questions we hear about pledging.   

What is a pledge? A pledge is a promise you make between you and God about 

how much money you hope to commit to the ministries and mission of the church in a year. Our collective pledges 

help church leaders responsibly guide the programs and ministries we can sustain for a given year. Your generosity 

provides us with a beautiful place to worship, joyful music, a staff dedicated to guide our faith journey, and funding 

for outreach to those in need, both locally and globally. 

Why pledge? Pledging is a spiritual discipline. It is a promise between you and God. The act of giving can deepen 

your relationship with God as you step out in faith. By sharing a portion of your blessings, you empower the church 

to do God’s work of transformation and restoration within our church and community. Faithful giving can change 

the world as it changes your heart. 

What happens if my financial situation changes? Your pledge is not a binding contract or a bill. We are here to 

walk with you through good and bad times, so don't let a change in your financial situation keep you from           

participating in the mission of FPC.  Every pledge counts, no matter the size. 

How much should I pledge? You can begin anywhere. Even a pledge of $10 a month makes a big difference, and 

every gift helps move God’s mission forward. 

 Pledging — Things to Know 

FPC’s People In Need (PIN) Office is open Monday-Wednesday mornings, 9 AM-Noon. During that time people 
who live on Hilton Head call or come in for assistance. This ministry is possible because of your generous gifts. 
 

 We assisted a family with a past-due electric bill.  The family of seven had been displaced last March by a 
fire and lost everything. Both parents work and are trying to catch up with replacing what was lost. After 
telling the gentleman we would help, he said, "God Bless you." 

 

 Willie Jean lives on Social Security and cares for her two great grandchildren. She needed to have her       
furnace repaired and we were able to assist her with part of her electric bill. 

 

 Henry lives on Social Security disability and we recently filled his propane tank. 
 

 Ora works part time to supplement her Social Security and we recently helped her with car repairs. 
 

 We paid a water bill for Arnette, a single mother of two, when she became ill in June. 
 

 When the schools were closed last year due to the pandemic, we assisted a single working mother with her 
childcare expenses. 

 

 We assist clients like Elizabeth, who had a stroke, and Freddie Mae, who got a knee replacement, with     
utilities while they recover. 

 

 We assist seasonal workers, like Melvin, whose hours are cut in the winter. 
 

 We pay rent or utilities for elderly clients like Yolanda and Hattie who live on Social Security and/or disability 
and have trouble making ends meet each month. 
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It is rare that I am at a loss for words. But, that is how I found myself on October 10 
at the reception for Brian and me. I was overwhelmed by the love! I was grateful   
Brian was able to say a few words on our behalf – our gratitude for the ways you 
have nurtured and cared for us during our five years at FPC.  

It was a tremendous send-off, truly experiencing community gathered together and 
seeing some faces I had not seen in a long time. An incredibly big thank you is owed to the Board of Deacons, led by 
Moderator Ann Shippy, for organizing the reception and to FPC staff and the Personnel Ministry for their support. We 
look forward to reading through and savoring the hundreds of cards and notes we have received. We will treasure them 
as we treasure you, knowing that they represent the threads of the beautiful tapestry woven in our life in Hilton Head.  

With much love, 

Lisa Schrott & Brian McWilliams 

A Message From Pastor Lisa 

Pastors 

Dr. Will Robinson 

Senior Pastor/Head of Staff 

Rev. Linda L. Kelly 

Interim Associate Pastor  
 

With questions about  
FPC communications,  

email cbobbitt@fpchhi.org 
 

fpchhi.org 

  843.681.3696   



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As FPC looks to becoming an Earth Care Congregation, more events have been planned to address 
just that—the many ways in which we can express our concern and care for the Earth. 
 

Here’s a look at what’s being offered. There is certainly something for everyone! 
 

 Sunday, October 31 at 4:00 PM: Author Janisse Ray (“The Rachel Carson of the South”), 
whose new book of nature essays, Wild Spectacle: Seeking Wonders in a World Beyond Humans, was just released 
by Trinity University Press. The Pat Conroy Literary Center is a program partner and will sell books that evening. 

 

 Wednesday, November 3 at 7:00 PM: Dr. Kim Ritchie will speak about her work with sharks and their importance 
to a healthy ecosystem. 

 

 Wednesday, November 10 at 7:00 PM: Dr. Edward D’Antonio will speak about the damage plastics are causing to 
the environment. 

 

 Saturday, November 13 at Dusk: Join us in walking the Hilton Head Island Lantern Parade, a local event that has 
become an Island tradition. (See more information below!) 
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More Creation Care Programs 

 Hilton Head Island Lantern Parade 
 

 Saturday, November 13, Participants start at 5 PM 
@ Alder Lane Beach Access 

 Parade begins at 5:45 PM, Spectators enter             
@ Coligny Beach Park  

 On Friday night before the parade, all are invited to 
Historic Mitchelville Freedom Park from 6-8 PM for 
a drive-thru puppet safari and to see the large       
lanterns up close from your car. 

 

Coffee & Conversation 
 

 Thursday, Nov. 4, 9 AM, Rev. Stephanie   
Dion, Associate Pastor at LCP, will speak 
about Criminal Justice and Prison Reform 

 

 Thursday, Nov. 11, 9 AM, Speaker from the 
SC Department of Mental Health   

 

 Thursday, Nov. 18, 10 AM, Fred Leyda,     
Human Services Alliance, will speak about 
Transitional (Homeless) Housing  

All ages gathered for FPC’s Lantern Making Workshop on October 20. Member and artist Juliana Kim 
planned the workshop with staffer Jackie Wilhelm and folks from the Town of Hilton Head who encouraged 
everyone’s creativity! Participants are excited to share their lanterns at the parade on November 13. 
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SUNDAYS @ FPC! 

 
WORSHIP 

9:00 AM  Non-traditional CrossRoads worship in Fellowship Hall 
10:00 AM Christian fellowship and education (see below) 
11:00 AM Traditional worship in the Sanctuary* 

 
The nursery opens at 8:45 AM. 

Childrens Sunday School meets at 9 and 11 AM. 
Fellowship, coffee, lemonade and homemade cookies at 10AM! 

*Livestream available at fpchhi.org 

 

ADULT CLASSES 

IN PERSON:  3:16 (Room 213) at 10 AM 
       Living in the Word (Room 202) at 10 AM 
        Work in Progress (Library) at 10 AM 
        Seekers (Honey Horn Chapel) at 10 AM 
 

VIA ZOOM:  JOY Group on Sundays at 11:30 AM 
  Lowcountry Lessons on Wednesdays at 4:30 PM 

Knitting Ministry Needs You! 
 

 If you like to knit or crochet, the Knitting Ministry 
hopes you will join them on Tuesday afternoons, 
1:30 PM, in the church library.  

 Maybe you have extra yarn that you’re not going to 
use. The Knitting Ministry is in need of yarn for the 
many items they create throughout the year,        
including Prayer Shawls and hats, scarfs and mittens 
for children as well as adults.  

 If you prefer to make items at home, you can       
donate them to be shared with those in need. 

Visual Arts Exhibit 
 

 With the emphasis at FPC this fall on becoming  
an Earth Care congregation, the Visual Arts    
Committee chose to exhibit some of Lindsay 
Pettinicchi’s Lowcountry wildlife photographs. 
They are now on display in the South Wing       
corridor. 

 

 Contact Lindsay, Lindsay.pettinicchi@gmail.com, 
to learn more about her work. 

mailto:Lindsay.pettinicchi@gmail.com
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A perfect fall evening for the church picnic!  

Nearly 75 people gathered in the courtyard on October 20 for the all-church picnic hosted by Congrega-
tional Life and Family Ministries. It was a fabulous setting for seeing friends and enjoying fellowship. 


